
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost August 13, 2017                                                                                                                                                          Wesley UMC Worship 8:30 AM Pastor Becky Holten  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     (B’day/Anniv.) 
PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE                                                        
*CALL TO WORSHIP (in unison) By his word of power God created the heavens and the earth.  By his word of love he gave his only Son, our Lord. By his word of grace he restores and encourages us daily.  Come, let us receive the word of the Lord.   
*HYMN OF PRAISE   Victory in Jesus      p.   370                     
*SHARING THE PEACE/GREET ONE ANOTHER  
SCRIPTURE READING                                        Matthew 27:11                
MESSAGE   “Do You Love Jesus Christ, My Blessed Savior?”                           Cindy Schmidt 
HYMN OF DEDICATION        My Jesus, I Love thee            p. 172  

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
SILENT PRAYER/PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
PRAYER RESPONSE          No One Cares Like Jesus         (video) 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
*DOXOLOGY               p. 95 
*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
*HYMN OF SENDING      Go Now in Peace          (back of hymnal) 

  PRAYER REQUESTS  Larry Dallmann         Kurt Christiansen              Don Thurlow      Casey Cofell             Esther Scallon            Adrian Jacobson        Bob Stehr                Zelda Gebhard                  Haelyn Kessler          Rachel Young     Fredenburg Family            Reckard Family                Lou Fuller               Travis & Lindsey Voeltz      Kevin Fuller      Praise and thanksgiving for the improved health and recovery of Sam Meidinger following his bone marrow transplant in January.             Those affected in the world by terrorism, violence and war   The refugees/immigrants and the immigration issues  Victims and aid workers in recent disasters and world tragedies  Continued prayers for rain for the parched soil and a safe and favorable growing season for our farmers  Kermit Culver, our District Superintendent and churches and pastors in our area  General Church, Bishop Ough, Council of Bishops and The Way Forward task force  Our nation’s leaders and citizens ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS  Thanks to Cindy Schmidt, Jamestown St. Paul’s UMC and Rick Gutschmidt for leading worship this morning.    School Bag Offering over the Top!   Thanks to your generosity we exceeded our goal of $450 to fill 100 school bags.   Our total offering is $611.  THANK YOU!  Thursday Bible Study at 9:30 AM at the church.  We are reading the Book of I Peter.  All are welcome.  Sunday, August 27th - Joint Staff Parish Meeting for the Jamestown Regional Parish at Edgeley UMC following lunch in the park (around 1:00 PM).  Our District Superintendent Kermit Culver will join us.  Wed, August 23 at 2:30 UMW will serve lunch to The Manor residents.  Vera Zottnick, Marguerite Ogren and Audrey Horsager are hostesses. August Worship Leadership:  August 20:  Jeanne Sortland, Jamestown First UMC August 27:  10:30 AM District Superintendent Kermit Culver will join us for our Joint worship service for all four churches with the Sacrament of Holy Communion at Edgeley City Park.  Following the service we will enjoy a picnic lunch.  Edgeley UMC is providing the meat and buns.     Pastor Becky’s contact info:  cell phone 605-770-6184; Wimbledon parsonage 701-435-2314; beckyrholten@gmail.com 



 A Message and Prayer for Rain from Bishop Bruce Ough Kathleen Norris in her classic, poetic narrative, Dakota: A Spiritual Geography, quotes a truthful and, this year, prophetic sentence from William C. Sherman’s Plains Folk: “Above all, it is a land in serious need of rain.” Norris then goes on in her brief, poignant chapter titled “Rain” to write: “Until I moved to western South Dakota, I did not know about rain, that it could come too hard, too soft, too hot, too cold, too early, too late. That there could be too little at the right time, too much at the wrong time, and vice versa.” (page 143) This year, the rain has not come at all in western North and South Dakota. The latest U.S. Drought Monitor map shows nearly all of western North Dakota and northwestern South Dakota in severe or extreme drought and most of the rest of our two states in moderate drought or abnormally dry. Ranchers are selling off their cattle herds. Crops are withering; some won’t even be worth harvesting. Pastures are brown and brittle; hay is scarce. The agricultural economy is crippled. Ranchers and farmers, their families and communities are anxious, stressed, losing hope. A lament, like that of the people Jeremiah prophesized to, arises from the Dakota plains: “How long will the land mourn and the grass in the fields dry up?” (Jeremiah 12:4a, CEB) And, so we pray: 
     Gracious, Holy and faithful God, we cry out to you, incline your ears and heart to your people.      Hear our humble request for your mercy; pour out your grace upon your people, and water the parched lands with rain.      We celebrate the handiwork of your creation, O God, and pray you will restore the pastures,  revive the crops and renew our hope.      You are our shield and our strength. Protect us and all your creatures in this season of drought, and grant us strength to hold fast to you in this time of stress.      We pray all of this trusting in your steadfast goodness and mercy, and in the powerful name of Jesus,  in whom we have our salvation and the gift of new life.  Amen   

       


